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September 23. M. Maisky^ Soviet Ambassador in London, claimed
that the German losses in the campaign against Russia
were 3,000,000 men and 8,500 planes, and criticized
those who thought the winter would halt the campaign.
President Roosevelt stated he would ask Congress
to permit arming of all American and U .S.-protected
ships.

September 24. It was revealed that General Wavell had been in
London for staff talks affecting the campaign in the
Middle East.

[September 26, 1941.

ONE of our objects in fighting this war is to maintain the
right of free discussion and the interchange of ideas. In
contrast to the intellectual darkness which is descending on Ger-
many, the freedom that our scientists enjoy is a valuable weapon
to us, for superiority in scientific development is a vital factor in the
preparation of victory. The presence of the representatives of so
many different nations is striking proof of that universal desire for
liberty of thought which all the power of the Gestapo will never
entirely stamp out. It will take a long time for the civilized powers
to repair the trail of material and moral havoc which the Germans
leave behind them. It will require all the resources of science.
But I look forward to the day when the scientists of every nation
can devote all their energies to the common task, and I wish you
every success in the work you are undertaking now.
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